
 

A "stand-alone" summary is a summary produced to show a teacher that you have read and understood something. 

It is common in many 100 and 200 level classes to get assignments that ask you to read a certain number of 

articles and summarize them. This is also a very common type of writing assignment in graduate school.

 

1. Read the article to be summarized and be sure you understand it.  

2. Outline the article. Note the major points.  

3. Write a first draft of the summary without looking at the article.  

4. Always use paraphrase when writing a summary. If you do copy a phrase from the original be sure 

it is a very important phrase that is necessary and cannot be paraphrased.


